November 17th, 2002
Hi Gavin

Signed the lease for another year. Then found out that that there is another Harbour Plaza in Ma On Shan. It is not yet fully completed but they are leasing suites as they become available. They have a variety of kinds of suites from ones like mine to larger ones with 2 bedrooms. Many have good views of Tolo Harbour. I have not seen them and don’t know how much they cost though I suspect that they would be more expensive than here. Apparently a number of people from CUHK live there. I may go over and have a look at them some time. 


There was a big drop in temperature the other night. On friday, the maximum temperature in some parts of the New Territories was 29OC. But overnight, a cold front passed over HK and took the maximum on saturday down to about 20OC. This was good as I had decided to start my ‘winter’ hikes/runs yesterday. Went on the same first run as last year -- from Tai Po station up to lead mine pass then around and back again, then to Tai Po Kau forest and back to the station again. Drizzly at the start and a lot of mist in the hills but very pleasant running. It was 3 minutes faster than last year, gained in the last 1/3 of the run. No effects of those annoying injuries I have had in the last 2 years. Felt good after the run; a little sore today, but that is probably to be expected at the start of the season. 


Yesterday, there were more big Rugby matches in Europe. In Paris, the All Blacks and France played to a 20-20 draw. Christian Cullen was in the team; he has had a bad few years with injuries and loss of form. In London, England just managed to beat Australia 32-31 and in Edinburgh, the surprise result was the thrashing by Scotland over South Africa 21-6! Next weekend, the All Blacks will play Wales in Cardiff; NZ should win this one. 


The 16th Communist Part Conference in Beijing ended on friday. President Jiang Zemin, the party chairman, and most of the old guard stepped down. The average age of the key policy committee (the ‘politburo’) is much lower than before – 57, I think. Jiang Zemin will also be stepping down as president later in the year to be replaced by the vice-president and new Communist Party Chairman. Most of the time at the conference seems to have been spent on whom could join the party. In the past, it was mainly ‘workers’. But now business people, entrepreneurs and intellectuals will be allowed to join. There was also a lot of talk about the economy. So by admitting all these kinds of people, and with its emphasis of capitalism, the communist party can no longer be regarded as ‘communist’ any longer. 


With the changes in China, it is probable that life for Tung Chee Wah will be more difficult in his relations with the mainland. He was closely linked to President Jiang and his pals and so others would not criticise Tung. But apparently there are many officials, particularly in Guang Dong who are unhappy with Tung and will now hit out at him. For example, Tung’s administration has been talking about co-operation with Guang Dong but not doing little, much to the annoyance of officials across the border. A recent poll came out in HK last week, showing Tung’s approval rating has decreased further and is now at only 47%. The ratings for some of the other senior government officials are also less than 50%. 


On friday, there was big explosion in Guangzhou. Two 10 000 tonne oil tankers tied up at a dock exploded. It was only reported in our local news yesterday and I do not know of what casualties there were nor all the reasons for the explosion. 


Saw on TV about the recent big storms in the US. There were about 70 (or was it 200?) tornadoes in the mid-west. But, I notice from the newspaper, that Boston has been getting some warmer weather recently!  I wonder if they have had any snow? Quite different from the temperatures you will be getting! No snow in Djibouti! 


So, the United Nations Security has finally passed a resolution on Iraq unanimously! And much of the credit must go to Colin Powell, the Secretary of State. He is a force for moderation and diplomacy in the Bush administration, in contrast to others, and I think we are fortunate he is there. Apparently his daughter got married a few days ago and Powell was still talking to overseas leaders on that day on his mobile phone, for all but 20 minutes of the ceremony when he said he switched off his ‘phone. So, the UN arms inspectors will probably be in Iraq in about 10 days and, according to one report, they may need up to a year to do their job properly. This will annoy the hawks in Washington! 


I hope you are receiving my letters OK. I am writing every week, plus 5 extra letters about the recent holiday. 


Haven’t quite managed to fill the 2 pages this week! 

That’s about it for now. Thinking of you. 

Cheers.

Dad
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